
Introduction
Welcome to the third edition of the 

Neuroscience Ireland Newsletter. This 
marks the second year of our newsletters for 
Neuroscience Ireland.

Membership update:  We are delighted 
to announce that the Society has 112 fully 
paid up members for 2012. Membership runs 
from January to December and we encourage 
all Neuroscientists in Ireland to join the 
Society, as membership of Neuroscience 
Ireland confers the following benefits:
• Discounted registration for the 2012 

annual meeting of Neuroscience Ireland, 
RCSI, September 5th & 6th.

• Eligibility for Neuroscience Ireland travel 
bursaries Eligibility for Neuroscience 
Ireland publication awards 

• • Eligible to apply for Neuroscience 
Ireland conference/workshop grants 

• Eligible to be nominated for 
Neuroscience Ireland

• Early Career Investigator award
• Eligible to nominate candidates for the 

Neuroscience Ireland Early Career and 
Distinguished Investigator awards 

• Receipt of Neuroscience Ireland 
newsletter/e-mail alerts. 

Members of the Neuroscience Ireland 
automatically become members of the 
Federation of European Neuroscience 
Societies (FENS). This entitles 
Neuroscience Ireland members to the 
following benefits:
• Reduced registration for the 2012 FENS 

Forum, Barcelona
• Free online access to the official FENS 

journal, EJN, and subscription to the print 
edition at a reduced rate.

• Eligibility to apply for one of the free 
abstract slots for the SfN Meeting, 
linked to a reduced registration fee - 
Subscription at attractive discount rates 
to several leading neuroscience journals 

• Eligibility to buy books at special FENS 
member rates Ireland

• Receipt of the FENS e-mailings (Job 
Market, EJN table of contents etc).
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Neuroscience 
Ireland

7th Annual meeting of 
Neuroscience ireland

Mark your diaries: The 7th annual 
meeting of Neuroscience Ireland will be held on 
5th & 6th September in RCSI, Dublin.

There is a strong programme of invited 
speakers of world-class standing, and 
also ample opportunity for early-stage 
researchers to present their work. Symposia 
will address the themes of Epigenetics in 
neuronal function & dysfunction; RNa 
biology: microRNAs & beyond; Cell death & 
survival pathways in neurological disorders; 
Imaging neuronal function & dysfunction; 
Neuroinflammation; Neurodevelopmental 
disorders & epilepsy; Psychiatric Disorders; 
gene- environment interactions, as well as 
others areas of neuroscience.

We are delighted to welcome the following 
speakers: Roberto Fiore (University of 
Marburg, germany), andreas Meyer-
lindenberg (Mannheim, germany), Jeff 
Noebels (Baylor, Texas, uSa) and Roger P. 
Simon (Morehouse School of Medicine, uSa).

Register and submit your abstract before 
the extended Early-Bird registration 
deadline of 5th Aug 2012.

The preliminary timetable, registration and 
abstract submission details can now be 
viewed at: www.rcsi.ie/neuroscience2012.

Link-In to Neuroscience 
Ireland
•	 Neuroscience Ireland is now on linked 

In. Currently we have 181 members 
on the Society lthinked Inthpage, for 
Neurological Disorders, RCSI (6 & 
7 Sep 2012). Further details can be 
found at: http://Neuroscience Ireland at: 
conference2012.neuro-centre.ie

• http://ie.linkedin.com/pub/neuroscience-
ireland/45/b82/107

• http://ie.linkedin.com

www.neuroscienceireland.org
www.rcsi.ie/neuroscience2012
http://conference2012.neuro-centre.ie/
http://conference2012.neuro-centre.ie/
http://ie.linkedin.com/pub/neuroscience-ireland/45/b82/107
http://ie.linkedin.com/pub/neuroscience-ireland/45/b82/107
http://ie.linkedin.com
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Winners of Travel Bursaries
Neuroscience Ireland has now awarded its 3rd 
round of travel bursaries to post-graduate 
and post- doctoral members whose work 
has been accepted for presentation at an 
international conference. For this 3rd round 
of travel awards, we selected five winners to 
whom the awards would be shared out. Each 
winner will receive €300.

• There two winners, Rachel D. 
Moloney (University College Cork) and 
Valeria Felice (University College Cork) 
who will each present a poster at the 
International Neurogastroenterology and 
Motility Meeting in Bologna, Italy on 6th-
8th September 2012. The title of Rachel’s 
poster is ‘Strain differences in visceral 
nociception, anxiety and depression like 
behaviour: Responses of 12 mouse strains.’ 
The title of Valeria’s poster is ‘5HT2B 
Receptor mRNA Expression Throughout 
the Brain- Gut Axis is Unaltered in the 
Maternally Separated Rat.’

• There are also three winners,  Adam 
Pritchard (Trinity College Dublin), 
Caroline Rawdon (NUI, Maynooth) 
and Noeleen Brady (NUI, Maynooth) 
who will each present a poster at 
the FENS forum in Barcelona, Spain 
on 14th-18th July. The title of adam’s 
poster is ‘The effects of S1P receptor 
modulation in a model of T cell induced 
demyelination.’ Caroline will present a 
poster on ‘Electrophysiological correlates of 
spatial memory in adolescents who report 
psychotic symptoms: a community based 
study’.  Finally, Noeleen, will present a 
poster entitled ‘Different ERP activation 
between young and older adults may explain 
age-related decline in memory retrieval’.

Congratulations to the winners and 
we wish the five winners enjoyable 
conference trips.

Over the last 18 months 
Neuroscience Ireland has awarded a 
total of 11 Travel Bursaries, with a 
total value of €4,500.

Publication Awards
Just got a paper published? 
Neuroscience Ireland is offering a €200 prize 
to young scientists (PhD students/post-
doctoral fellows) who have just published an 
original research paper in an international 
journal. Applicants should be the first author, 
and should send a PDF of their paper to 
Neuroscience Ireland at neuroscience.
ireland@gmail.com with a cover letter 
explaining the importance of their research 
findings. The next winner will be selected 
just before the Neuroscience Ireland annual 
conference and announced at the meeting, so 
don’t forget to submit your new publications 
and good luck!

2012 Distinguished 
Investigator Award
Distinguished Investigator Award was introduced 
by the Society in 2011. This award is the 
highest honour given by the Society to an 
individual for outstanding contributions to 
research and teaching in Neuroscience. We 
are delighted to announce that Professor 
John Foxe, Professor of Pediatrics and 
Neuroscience, albert Einstein College of 
Medicine, NY, is the recipient of the 2012 
Distinguished Investigator award. Professor 
Foxe has made a substantial contribution to 
Irish Neuroscience, in terms of research and 
education, throughout his career. Professor 
Foxe will give a talk the 2012 meeting in RCSI 
following which he will receive his award.

2012 New Investigator Award
The Neuroscience Ireland Early Career 
Investigator award was introduced by the 
Society in 2012. This prestigious award 
is presented to an outstanding research 
scientist who has made exciting basic science 
or clinical contributions to the field of 
Neuroscience. We are delighted to announce 
that Dr. Tobias Engel is the first recipient 
of the Neuroscience Ireland Early Career 
Investigator award. 
   Tobias has worked at RCSI since 2006 
where he currently holds an HRB post-
doctoral fellowship. His work has been 
looking at the molecular basis of epilepsy 
development, combining human and 
experimental models, with a particular focus 
on the role of genes that regulate apoptosis. 
His work, including 13 papers between 2010 
and the present, has been published in the 
leading international Journals including Nature 
Medicine and FASEB J. Dr. Engel will give a talk 
the 2012 meeting in RCSI following which he 
will receive his award.
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Neuroscience Advocacy 
Workshop
Neuroscience Ireland has been awarded a 
€5,000 grant from FENS/SfN to host a 
workshop on Neuroscience advocacy. This 
workshop is being organised by Society Vice-
President Dr. Richard Roche, NuI, Maynooth, 
and will be held on September 4th 2012. 
Registration for this event will be free, and we 
strongly encourage participation from Irish 
Neuroscientists in this event.

Workshop details: 
Workshop on Neuroscience Advocacy: Planning 
for the Future of Neuroscience Funding. 
September 4th, 2012, The Convention Centre 
Dublin.

Key questions: 
• How many of your work conversations 

revolve around funding? 
• How often do you find yourself lamenting 

the lack of funding available to keep your 
lab going? 

• Postgrads and Postdocs: are you 
concerned about where your next grant/
job is coming from?

Funding is the lifeblood of our work, and 
we need to ensure that this blood keeps 
flowing. It’s time for everyone involved in 
neuroscience in Ireland to get organised, to 
work together and to announce with one 
voice a message to the public, to legislators 
and to business leaders.

That message is: “Our work in 
neuroscience is vital. Our work affects 
everyone. Our work needs – and 
deserves – more investment, not less”. 
These are among the goals we hope to 
achieve at a FREE Workshop on advocacy 
and Funding. For more details, go to: http://
neurofundingireland.wordpress.com/

Symposium Award
This year the Society launched a new initiative 
to fund symposia, workshops or Summer 
schools. We are delighted to announce 
that the first Neuroscience Ireland funded 
symposium grant has been awarded to Dr. 
aideen Sullivan, university College Cork 
to host a one day meeting focused on 
Parkinson’s disease which will be held on 
January 4th 2013.

8th FENS forum, Barcelona, 
July 2012
The 8th FENS forum takes place in Barcelona, 
Spain from July 14th-18th 2012. Information 
about the conference can be found at: http://
fens2012.neurosciences.asso.fr/

Neuroscience Ireland is a member of FENS 
and as a member of Neuroscience Ireland 
you can now avail of all the privileges of 
being a member of FENS, including reduced 
registration costs for FENS forum meeting.

Neuroscience Ireland Social 
Event at FENS
a Neuroscience Ireland social event will be held 
at the FENS forum in Barcelona. Details of 
the event will be communicated to Society 
members via e-mail alert in the coming week.

Federation of European Neuroscience Societies
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ContaCt :
neuroscience Ireland  
with suggestions at: 
neuroscience.ireland@gmail.com  

Visit the neuroscience Ireland 
website at:  
www.neuroscienceireland.org

The Convention Centre Dublin
North Wall Quay, Dublin 1

http://neurofundingireland.wordpress.com/
http://neurofundingireland.wordpress.com/
fens2012.neurosciences.asso.fr/
fens2012.neurosciences.asso.fr/
www.gmail.com
www.neuroscienceireland.org

