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Welcome to the ﬁfth edition of the
Neuroscience Ireland Newsletter. We are
pleased to announce that:

Professor Tom Connor (1971‐2013)

The 8th Neuroscience Ireland Conference
“Brain Disorders Across the Lifespan:
Translational Neuroscience From Molecule to
Man”
will take place on 12th & 13th September
2013 in University College Cork.
The programme will include four major scientiﬁc
sessions:
• The Developing and Neonatal Brain
• Stress and Neuroplasticity
• Alzheimer’s and Parkinsons Disease
• Cognition in Health and Disease
Invited International Speakers include:
Susan Vanucci (New York), Pierre Gressens
(Paris), Yehzekel Ben‐Ari (Marseille), Carmine
Pariante (London), Eero Castren (Helsinki),
Nicolas Singewald (Innsbruck), Rohan Da Silva
(London), Angela Cenci (Lund) and Simon Kelly
(New York). There will also be ample
opportunity for early‐stage researchers to
present their work. This year’s conference is
being held in conjunction with the Annual
Meeting of the Irish Area Section of the
Biochemical Society.
Registration and abstract submission opens
Wed May 1st.
Early‐Bird registration deadline is Friday June
28th .
Visit:
neuroscienceireland.com/nsi‐conference/
for updates on the conference programme.

It is with enormous sadness that we must report
the passing on February 26th 2013 of our former
president, colleague and dear friend Professor
Tom Connor after a long and courageously‐
fought battle with illness. Despite being
tragically cut short, Tom’s academic career was
exemplary, his funding, supervision and
publication records proliﬁc. Tom was a truly
excellent scientist who went about the business
of academia with a warmth and humility that
endeared him to all those lucky enough to know
him. He was a key member of Trinity College
Institute of Neuroscience who was always
willing to provide advice and encouragement to
others, particularly early‐career scientists, myself
included. As president of Neuroscience Ireland
from 2011‐2013, Tom introduced a number of
initiatives which were key to enhancing the
experience of members, most notably the
Distinguished Investigator Award; we feel that it
is ﬁtting that this prize should become the Tom
Connor Distinguished Investigator Award from
2013 onwards in his memory. We have lost an
exceptional academic, an inspirational colleague
and a wonderful person. Tom will be greatly
missed by all who knew him.
Richard Roche,
President Neuroscience Ireland
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Upcoming Neuroscience Ireland
Sponsored Symposium

Distinguished Investigator & Early
Career Investigator Awards

“Parkinson’s Disease: from molecules to
movement”

Neuroscience Ireland is now accepting
nominations from its members for the 2013:
• Tom Connor Distinguished Investigator
Award
• Early Career Investigator Award

University College Cork
Friday 26th April 2013
This is the ﬁrst Neuroscience Ireland sponsored
event under a new Society initiative to fund
symposia, workshops or summer schools. This
one day meeting has been organized by Dr.
Aideen Sullivan, University College Cork and
coincides with the start of the European Month
of the Brain (see below). Speakers include: Eilis
Dowd (NUI Galway), Maeve Caldwell (Bristol),
Gerard O’Keeﬀe (UCC), Claire Kelly (Cardiﬀ
University), Gavin Davey, Trinity College, Seamus
Kearney (Belfast), Sean O’Sullivan (Cork
University Hospital), Richard Walsh (Tallaght),
Roger Barker (Cambridge University).
For further information contact:
a.sullivan@ucc.ie Tel: 021 4205427

May is European Month of the Brain

Nomination materials including the nominee’s
curriculum vitae and a cover letter (500 words
max) highlighting their contribution to
Neuroscience research should be sent to
neuroscience.ireland@gmail.com by May 10th
2013. Further details regarding eligibility are
available in the formal call for nominations that
will be circulated shortly.

Travel Bursaries
Going to an International Conference?

Neuroscience Ireland travel bursaries support
student/postdoctoral members whose work has
been accepted for presentation at an
international conference. The bursaries are
worth up to €300 each. A call for applications
will be made in the coming months ‐ keep
checking the Society webpage
neuroscienceireland.com regularly for news.

Neuroscience Ireland @ the BNA2013
"Festival of Neuroscience”
As Ireland currently holds the Presidency of the
EU, there will be a major conference focused on
future policy in the area of brain research and
healthcare in Dublin. “Healthy Brain Healthy
Europe: A New Horizon for Brain Research and
Healthcare” takes place May 27th‐28th.
There are also a number of neuroscience‐related
events throughout the month of May all over
the country. Information on these can be found
in the Events Calander of the Neurological
Alliance of Ireland
http://www.nai.ie/go/brain_awareness_week

Neuroscience Ireland has close links with
the British Neuroscience Association. This
year the Society sponsored a session
entitled “Emerging therapeutic targets for
neurodegeneration” at the BNA2013
"Festival of Neuroscience” held in London
April 7th‐10th. Three Irish speakers (David
Henshall, RCSI; Marina Lynch, Trinity
College and John O'Connor, UCD) were
joined by Professor Jose Lucas (CSIC/UAM,
Spain).
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Visit our new website and join
Neuroscience Ireland

Irish Brain Council

We are delighted to notify you of our new
website ‐ www.neuroscienceireland.com.
Please visit the new website to see news, events
and take advantage of the social media/
networking opportunities. We would also like
to draw your attention to membership renewal
which can be done directly through the link
below. The various beneﬁts of membership
include FENS aﬃliation, eligibility to travel
awards and discounted attendance at the annual
meeting (Sep 2013 at UCC):
http://neuroscienceireland.com/join/

Please renew your membership and
encourage any new researchers in your
institute to also join the Society!

Neuroscience Books
Here are a couple of recently published
books on Neuroscience related topics that
may be of interest to members.
The Winner Eﬀect: The Science of Success and
How to Use It
by Prof Ian H. Roberston
www.thewinnereﬀect.com

Neuroscience Ireland is proud to
announce its membership of the recently
established Irish Brain Council (IBC).
The IBC was formally established in 2012 with the
aim of promoting all aspects of neuroscience in
Ireland via advocacy activities including public
outreach, strategic partnership, legislative/policy
involvement and individual member
engagement. The council acts as an umbrella
organisation representing all aspects of Irish
neuroscience and brain research, and is
composed of representatives from each of the
following organisations: the Irish Institute of
Clinical Neuroscience (IICN); the Neurological
Alliance of Ireland (NAI); Neuroscience Ireland
(NI); the Psychology Society of Ireland (PSI);
the Irish Platform for Patients’ Organisations,
Science & Industry (IPPOSI); the College of
Psychiatrists of Ireland (CPI); the European
Federation of Neurological Alliances (EFNA);
the Irish Consultant Neurologists’ Association
(ICNA); the Medical Research Charities Group
(MRCG). More details can be found at
www.irishbraincouncil.com

‘The Sensational Brain’, what is it and how it
works
by Dr Veronica Miller
www.sciencespin.com/store/

Contact Neuroscience Ireland with suggestions or items for our next newsletter at:
neuroscience.ireland@gmail.com
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