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Welcome  to  the  seventh  edition  of  the 
Neuroscience Ireland Newsletter.  
 
 
 
Membership update:  
  
We are delighted to report that the Society 
had over 200 members in 2013, one of the 
highest levels ever.  Membership runs from 
January to December and we encourage all 
Neuroscientists in Ireland to join the Society, 
as membership of Neuroscience Ireland 
confers the following benefits:  
 
•  Discounted registration for the 

Neuroscience Ireland conference 
•  Eligibility for Neuroscience Ireland travel 

bursaries 
•  Eligible to be nominated for Neuroscience 

Ireland Early Career Investigator award. 
•  Eligible to nominate candidates for the 

Neuroscience Ireland Early Career and 
Distinguished Investigator awards 

•  Receipt of Neuroscience Ireland 
newsletter/e-mail alerts 

  
Also, members of Neuroscience Ireland are 
automatically members of the Federation of 
European Neuroscience Societies (FENS). 
This entitles Neuroscience Ireland members to 
many additional benefits including: 
•  Reduced registration for FENS meetings 

such as the 9th FENS Forum of 
Neuroscience in Milan in July 2014. 

•  Free online access to the official FENS 
journal, EJN. 

•  Receipt of the FENS e-mailings (Job 
Market, EJN table of contents etc.). 
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Neuroscience Ireland in 2014 
  
2014 Conference / Symposium 
 
Neuroscience Ireland will not hold a large 
national conference in 2014 as we have done 
on an annual basis to date.  This is a condition 
of our affiliation with the FENS, so as not to 
detract from the FENS Forum of 
Neuroscience.  Instead NI intends to support 
a one-day “Young Neuroscientists 
Symposium” in 2014 that will be organized 
by early-career researchers (PhD students 
and Postdocs) and provide them with a forum 
to present and discuss their research.  Going 
forward this type of symposium will 
complement the larger NI conference, to be 
held in alternate (non-FENS Forum) years.   
  
To this end we are seeking to establish a NI 
Committee composed of early-career 
researchers to decide on the best format and 
organisational structure for such a 
symposium.  Ideally each Institute would have 
two representatives on this committee (PhD 
student or postdocs).  Interested parties 
should contact the NI board members from 
their institute in the first instance. 
  
NI website and blog 
  
Our New Year’s resolution is to transform the 
NI website and blog into a more effective 
communications hub for the Irish 
Neuroscience community.  The goal is that 
each Institute would have the ability to post 
information to the blog and the website.  This 
wil be facilitated through the the NI board 
members from each institute.  To bring this 
about we need NI members to:   
(1)  sign up to follow the NI blog by clicking on 

the “+ Follow” button at the bottom right 
hand side of the website: 
http://neuroscienceireland.com/   

(2)  provide information to post on the website 
– conferences, seminars, jobs, etc.   
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2013 NI Conference 
  
The 8th Neuroscience Ireland Conference was 
held in University College Cork on Sept 12th & 
13th.  It was co-organized with the Irish Area 
Section of the Biochemical Society.  The theme 
of the conference was “Brain Disorders Across 
the Lifespan: Translational Neuroscience From 
Molecule to Man“.  The programme highlighted 
recent insights into the workings of the brain in 
health and disease. A particular emphasis was 
the vulnerable brain, in times of early and 
advanced age and during stress.  With a strong 
line-up of national and international speakers, 
the meeting focused on how knowledge at the 
molecular level is being, and has the potential to 
be, translated into meaningful impacts on 
patients’ lives.  Several talks reported promising 
results for potentially novel therapies for 
conditions such as Autism and Alzheimer’s 
disease.  These are either already in clinical 
trials or about to enter this phase of drug 
development. The conference abstracts will be 
published on the Neuroscience Ireland website.  
In addition, reviews written by most of the 
international speakers summarizing the work 
presented at the conference will be published in 
a special section of the Biochemical Society 
Transactions. 
     
CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS 
•  190 Registrants 
•  11 Exhibitors  
•  23 Oral presentations over two days 
•  110 Poster presentations 
•  11 International speakers (from the USA, UK, 

France, Finland, Austria and Sweden) 
•  12 National speakers 
•  Two data-blitz sessions 
•  Workshop entitled "How can 

Neuroscientists explain the impact of their 
research to maximize funding?" with 
participants from SFI, HRB, UCC and NI.  

•  Conference dinner at the Old Midleton 
Distillery – 135 attendees 

•  Satellite NeuroSKILL Workshop 
“Neuroimaging: Clinical and Research 
Applications to Normal Ageing and 
Alzheimer’s Disease”  

•  Satellite Event -  Biochemical Society, Young 
Life Scientist Symposium - Cell Signalling     
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AWARDS 
Several awards were given out at this year’s 
meeting. The Tom Connor Distinguished 
Investigator award was given to Professor 
Marina Lynch (Trinity College Dublin) for her 
contributions to Irish Neuroscience and 
particularly for her research on 
neuroinflammatory changes in age-related 
deterioration in synaptic function in the brain. 
Dr Eric Downer (University College Cork) 
received the Early Career Investigator award 
for his work in the area of neuroimmunology, 
including his contributions to our understanding 
of cannabinoids as anti-inflammatory therapies 
in Multiple Sclerosis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Tom Connor Distinguished Investigator Award 
being presented to Prof. Marina Lynch by Dr. 
Richard Roche (President, NI) and Dr. Paul Young 
(Chair of the Conference Organising Committee).   

The Neuroscience Ireland Early Career Investigator 
Award being presented to Dr. Eric Downer  by Dr. 
Richard Roche (President, NI).   
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2013 NI Conference continued…. 
 
Other awards for presentations and posters at 
the conference were as follows: 
Selected oral presentation 
•  Lieve Desbonnet, UCC 
Datablitz – postdoc 
•  Elizabeth Kehoe, TCD 
Datablitz – PhD student 
•  Deirdre Hoban, NUI Galway  
•  Danielle Corbett, UCD 
 Posters 
•  Kate McDonnell, NUI Galway 
•  Natalia Rodriguez, RCSI 
•  Niamh McGuinness, TCD 
•  Holly Green, UCC 
•  Eoin Sherwin, TCD 
•  Shane Hegarty, UCC 

 
 

Travel Bursaries 
  
Neuroscience Ireland Travel Bursaries are 
awarded to post-graduate and post- doctoral 
members whose work has been accepted for 
presentation at an international conference.  
NI expect to issue a call for the next round 
of these bursaries in January, with a 
submission deadline in March.  Signup to 
follow the NI blog on the NI website to get the 
latest info on this call. 
  
The last round of bursaries were awarded to 
Karen Ryan (Trinity College Dublin), Seán 
Anderson (NUI, Maynooth) and Francesca 
Farina (NUI, Maynooth).  Below are 
testimonials from two of the awardees. 
  

Seán Anderson  
“I received a NI travel bursary to attend 
Society for Neuroscience's annual meeting 
Neuroscience 2013 this year in San Diego, 
California. The meeting took place over 5 days 
with over 30,000 attendees and more than 
15,000 scientific presentations. As I am now in 
the final year of my PhD this provided an 
invaluable opportunity for me to discuss my 
work with a large number of fellow 
researchers, socialize and connect with many 
scientists from all around the world as well as 
to gain insight into how research and the 
academic system works in the USA. I got so 
much out of this meeting, both in terms of 
academic and professional development, and 
I am very grateful to Neuroscience Ireland for 
helping to send me there.”  
   

Francesca Farina  
“I attended the 45th European Brain and 
Behaviour Society (EBBS) Conference, which 
was held on September 6-9, 2013 in Munich. I 
presented a poster entitled "Glutamate 
antagonism affects spatial learning and 
hippocampal immediate early gene expression 
in the rat brain", which outlined my most 
recent PhD work. While in attendance at 
EBBS, I also had the opportunity to meet 
some of the senior researchers within my field, 
as well as my international peers. Overall, 
attending EBBS has been very beneficial to 
my research.” 
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Some of the poster and presentation prize winners 
(center) with Dr. Eoin Fleming (UCC, left) and Dr. 
Ger O’Keefe (UCC, right).   

Panelists for the workshop on "How can 
Neuroscientists explain the impact of their research 
to maximize funding?" From left to right:  Richard 
Roche (President NI), David O'Connell, (Director of 
Research Support Services, UCC), Dr. Dara 
Dunican (Scientific Programme Manager, Science 
Foundation Ireland) and Caitriona Creely 
(Programme Manager, Health Research Board) 
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Dates for your diary 

  
Brain Awareness Week 10th – 15th of March.   
 Brain Awareness Week is being held from the 
10th – 15th of March 2014.  NI hopes to organise 
some events for this week and is happy to help 
promote any events being organised by NI 
members.  Brain Awareness week is coordinated 
by the Dana Alliance for Brain Initiatives and 
European Dana Alliance for the Brain (
http://dana.org/brainweek/).  The Neurological 
Alliance of Ireland (NAI) will have a calendar of 
the all the events being organized around the 
country.  
http://www.nai.ie/go/brain_awareness_week 
  
 
9th FENS Forum of Neuroscience in Milan 
5-9 July 2014. 
 
The FENS Forum of Neuroscience is the largest 
international neuroscience meeting in Europe.  
Early registration & abstract submission is now 
open until the 2nd of February. 
This is also the deadline for FENS-IBRO/PERC 
travel grant applications. 
http://fens2014.neurosciences.asso.fr/ 
 
 
Year of the Brain in Europe – 2014 
 
The European Brain Council has pledged to 
make 2014 the European Year of the Brain. 
This initiative aims to “Change the way 
Europeans think about their brains” 
http://www.europeanbraincouncil.org/projects/
eyob/ 
 
 
 
 

North West Neurological Institute 
Launched   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A specialist Neurological Institute was launched 
in Sligo on the 14th November that will support 
patients, carers and clinicians across North 
West Ireland. The North West Neurological 
Institute is modeled on the highly successful 
Dublin Neurological Institute and will bring 
together support and services for a wide range 
of challenging neurological conditions including 
Parkinson’s disease, multiple sclerosis, 
Alzheimer’s disease, epilepsy, and dementia. 
  
The NWNI will be based in a dedicated building 
at Sligo Regional Hospital and will serve the 
counties of the North West. The launch of the 
Institute has been made possible by a 
commitment from Elan Corporation, plc to 
provide €1.5 million over a five year period as 
well as support from HSE North West and Sligo 
Regional Hospital.  For further information 
about NWNI please visit the following website: 
www.nwni.ie 
 

 
 
 

 
Visit the Neuroscience Ireland website 

 www.neuroscienceireland.com 
 
 

Contact Neuroscience Ireland with 
suggestions or items for our next 

newsletter at:  
neuroscience.ireland@gmail.com    
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